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Southwestern Medicine 


This is the fifth issue of SOUTHWESTERN MEDI- 
CINE since publication was resumed last July. We 
have made considerable progress in five months, and 
much is still to be done. We think you’ll be interested 
_ to hear a little of both our accomplishments and our 

needs. 

First of all: Who gets the Journal? The original 
issue went to slightly over 1,200 doctors. Two months 
later circulation was 1,500. Currently there are nearly 
1,850 physicians receiving SOUTHWESTERN MEDI- 
CINE each month. 

The journal covers West Texas from El Paso 
through a radius roughly limited by Del Rio, San 
Angelo, Abilene and Lubbock. This area accounts for 
a quarter of our circulation. 


All members of the Arizona State Medical Associa- ! 


tion receive the journal, accounting for another quar- 
ter. Similarly, New Mexico State Medical Association 
members are on our list, and this group comprises 
not quite a quarter of total circulation. 

Over 500 copies of SOUTHWESTERN MEDICINE 
go to Mexico; and, herein, we believe the journal is 
unique among medical publications. The four North 
Mexico states of Chihuahua, Coahuila, Durango and 
Sonora are covered by the journal, including the 
cities of Torreon, which receives 110 copies; Juarez, 
50 copies; Chihuahua City, 50 copies; and the Sonora 
cities of Ciudad Obregon, Hermosillo and Nozales, 
which receive over 100 copies. In every sense of the 
word SOUTHWESTERN MEDICINE is a border 
publication. 

Moreover, in the first five months SOUTHWEST- 
ERN MEDICINE has become increasingly representa- 
tive of the area it covers. Herein your interest and 
co-operation will be most heipful. In addition to scien- 
tific papers we welcome letters. Any comment you 
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have pertinent to medical interests will encourage an 
exchange of ideas among physicians throughout the 
entire Southwest. This, in turn, will serve to consoli- 
date the extensive area covered by the journal, one 
of our principal aims. 

By no means must your letters be laudatory. To 
the contrary, progress can more often be achieved in 
a good humored, perhaps sharp ,difference of opinion. 

You may either address Delphin von Briesen, M.D., 
First National Bank Building, El Paso, Texas, or 
write Southwestern Medicine, 310 N. Stanton, El Paso, 
Texas. 


SOUTHWESTERN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION PROGRAM 
GENERAL SESSION 


Thursday, October 28, 1948 


8:30.a.m. Registration—Mezzanine—Hotel Cortez 


10:00 a.m. General Assembly—Crystal Ballroom— 
Hotel Cortez 
Opening of Meeting— 
Dr. W. W. Schuessler, El Paso, Texas 
General Chairman 
Welcome by Dr. W. R. Curtis, President, 
El Paso County Medical Society 
Response from Dr. Leslie M. Smith, Presi- 
dent, Southwestern Medical Association. 


Scientific Session-—Dr. Leslie M. Smith 
presiding. 


DR. RALPH REIS—“Office Gynecology” 


DR. R. J. WHITACRE— 
“Problems During Anesthesia” 


10:30 a.m. 
11:15 a.m. 


“Information Please’ Luncheon 
(Medical), El Paso Club, 10th floor. 


Dr. A. C. Shuler, Carlsbad, New Mexico, 
presiding. 

Guest Speakers: Drs. Souders, Van Alyea, 
Kronfeld and Plass. 


“Information Please” Luncheon 
(Surgical), El Paso Club, 10th floor. 


Dr. F. P. Miller, El Paso, Texas, presiding. 


Guest Speakers: Drs. Zollinger, Whit- 
acre, Ghormley and Reis. 


12:00 p.m. 


12:00 p.m. 


Dr. R. W. Mendelson, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, presiding. 


DR. O. E. VAN ALYEA— 
“Otolaryngology in General Practice” 


2:45 p.m.—DR.RALPH K.GHORMLEY—“Prevention 
and Treatment of Painful Hips in Adults” 


2:00 p.m. 


3:30 p.m. DR. CARLTON SOUDERS— 
“The Management of Bronchiectasis” 
4:15p.m. DR. ROBERT M. ZOLLINGER—“Indica- 
tions for Surgery in Biliary Disease” 
6:30 p.m. Cocktails and Buffet— 


EI Paso Biltmore, Route 80 
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E.E.N.T. GROUP 
Thursday, October 28, 1948 


Meets Sun Room, Mezzanine Floor, Hotel Cortez, 
unless otherwise noted 


8:30-10:00 a.m. Registration, Mezzanine, 
Hotel Cortez 


Opening of Meeting—Crystal Ballroom 
Hotel Cortez 


Dr. James S. Walsh, Douglas, Arizona, 
presiding. 

DR. O. E. VAN ALYEA—“Treatment of 
Acute Nasal and Sinus Infections” 


10:00 a.m. 


10:30 a.m. 


“Information Please” Luncheon 
(Medical), El Paso Club, 10th floor. 


Dr. Archie E. Cruthirds, Phoenix, Ari- 
zona, presiding. 

DR. PETER C. KRONFELD— 
“Techniques of Iris Inclusion Operations” 


12:00 p.m. 


2:00 p.m. 


Dr. George S. Morrison, Roswell, New 
Mexico, presiding. 

DR. O. E. VAN ALYEA—“Middle Meatal 
Approach to the Maxillary Sinus” 


3:00 p.m. 


4:00 p.m. Major Jack Bristow, William Beaumont 
General Hospital, presiding. 
DR. PETER C. KRONFELD—“The Differ- 


ential Diagnosis of Acute Glaucomas” 


Friday, October 29, 1948 


Dr. Joseph M. Kinkade, Tucson, Arizona, 
presiding. 


DR. 0. E. VAN ALYEA—“Sphenoiditis” 
Dr. Albert W. Egenhofer, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, presiding. 


DR. PETER C. KRONFELD— 
“My Pet Surgical Instruments” 


9:00 a.m. 


10:30 a.m. 


“Information Please” Luncheon 
(Medical), El Paso Club, 10th floor. 


Dr. D. E. Brinkerhoff, Phoenix, Arizona, 
presiding. 

DR. O. E. VAN ALYEA— 

“Management of Chronic Sinusitis” 


Dr. W. E. Vandevere, El Paso, Texas. 
presiding. 


DR. PETER C. KRONFELD— 
“Selected Cases of Retinal Detachment” 
Business Meeting 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Friday, October 29, 1948 
Dr. Leslie M. Smith, El Paso, Texas, presiding. 


9:45a.m. DR. PETER C. KRONFELD— 
“First Aid in Eye Injuries” 


DR. RALPH REIS, “Present Status of 
Gynecology and Endocrinology” 


12:00 p.m. 


2:00 p.m. 


3:00 p.m. 


4:00 p.m. 


10:30 a.m. 
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Dr. HUGH HARE—“Carcinoma of 
the Thyroid” 


“Information Please” Luncheon 
(Medical), El Paso Club, 10th floor. 

Dr. Joseph Bank, Phoenix, Arizona, 
presiding. 

Guest Speakers: Drs. Souders, Hare, Plass, 
Van Alyea and Kronfeld. 

“Information Please” Luncheon 
(Surgical), El Paso Club, 10th floor. 

Dr. R. E. Watts, Silver City, New Mexico, 
presiding. 

Guest Speakers: Drs. Zollinger, Ghormley, 
Reis, Whitacre. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Dr. E. M. Hayden, Tucson, Arizona, presiding. 


2:00 p.m. DR. CARLTON SOUDERS—“Clinical 
Aspects of Carcinoma of the Lung” 


DR. HUGH HARE, 
“Lymphoma and Lymphoid Tumors” 


DR. E. D. PLASS, “Use of Chemotherapy 
and Antibiotics in Obstetrics” 


11:15 a.m. 


12:00 p.m. 


12:00 p.m. 


2:30 p.m. 


3:15 p.m. 


4:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m, 
8:00 p.m. 


Business Meeting 
Cocktails—Mezzanine, Hotel Cortez. 


Annual Banquet—Crystal Ballroom— 
Hotel Cortez 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Saturday, October 30, 1948 


Dr. J. M. Greer, Phoenix, Arizona, presiding. 


9:00 a.m. DR. E. D. PLASS—“Use of Blood in 
Obstetrical Complications” 


DR. RALPH GHORMLEY—“Late Effects 
of Fractures About the Joints of the 
Lower Extremity” 


DR. R. J. WHITACRE— 
“Endotracheal Anesthesia” 


DR. ROBERT M. ZOLLINGER—“Current 
Trends in the Surgical Treatment of 
Lesions of the Stomach and Duodenum” 


9:45 a.m. 


10:30 a.m. 


11:15 a.m. 


12:00 p.m. 


2:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 


Luncheon—Open 
Golf Tournament, El Paso Country Club 


Football Game: Hardin-Simmons vs. 
Texas College of Mines. Kidd Field. 


WOMEN’S AUXILIARY ACTIVITIES 


Thursday, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Home of Mrs. E. G. Causey, 
1009 Park Road 


Friday, 12:30 p.m. Luncheon, Hotel Paso Del Norte 
Style Show ,Courtesy of the White House 


Saturday, 12:00 p.m. Luncheon, The Tivoli, 
Juarez, Mexico 
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GUEST SPEAKERS HIGHLIGHT OCT. 28-30 CONVENTION PROGRAM 


DR. E. D. PLASS, professor of obstetrics and gyne- DR. RALPH REIS, Chicago, Illinois. Dr. Reis will 
cology, State University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. speak on office gynecology and also concerning the 
Dr. Plass is known’throughout the United States. present status of endocrinology. 


DR. CARLTON SOUDERS, internist, Lahey Clinic, DR. ROBERT M. ZOLLINGER, chairman of the de- 
Boston, Mass. Bronchogenic carcinoma and bronchies- partment of surgery, Ohio State University, Colum- 
tasis are the subjects Dr. Souders will discuss. He has__ bus, Ohio. Surgery of the gastrointestinal tract is Dr. 
had wide experience in the diagnosis of chest disease. Zollinger’s subject. 


4 P 
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Prominent Specialists from Five States To Address Over 200 


Members of Southwestern Medical Association During El Paso Meeting 
, Dr. Hugh Hare Not Shown 


DR. RALPH K. GHORMLEY, orthopedist, Mayo Clin- DR. PETER C. KRONFELD, University of Illinois 
ic, Rochester, Minn. Dr. Ghormley has long been one opthalmologist, will address both the general and. 
of the leading members of his field in the United specialist groups on surgical and medical treatment 
States. of eye disease. 


DR. 0. E. VAN ALYEA, otolaryngologist of Chicago, DR. R. J. WHITACRE, anesthetist of Huron Road 
will address both the general group and the EENT Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio, will speak on problems of 
groups on various subjects in his field. anesthesia. 
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© ANTISPASMODIC IN BELLADONNA 


- Bach 60 gr. equivalent to 
teaspoonful contains: 


Phenobarbital _........... 1/4 gr. 
{WARNING: May be habit forming.) 


Extract Belladonna ......1/6 gr: 
Benzocaine ............-.. ine 
Calcium Carbonate...... 24 gt 
Magnesium 10. gr. 


Magnesium Trisilicate....15 gr. 
Dried Aluminum 


Hydroxide 10 gr. 


SUPPLIED IN 4OUNCE CONTAINERS 
ALSI-CAL TABLET CONTAINS 
TEASPOONFUL /.L-5I-CAL POWDER 


AL-SI-CAL, THE ALL IN ONE 
MEDICATION. NOW AVAILABLE 
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SOME RECENT ADVANCES IN DERMATOLOGIC THERAPY 


H. D. Garrett, M. D. 


EL PASO, TEXAS 


During the past few years definite advances in 
therapeutic efficiency have occurred as the result of 
investigation into pharmacologic effects of new chem- 
ical compounds. In dermatology the physician often 
has a choice of several effective remedies, whereas, in 
the past, failure or one or two therapeutic modalities 
meant prolonged discomfort for the patient. Since it 
is impossible in one paper to discuss all these ad- 
vances, only a few more important additions to ther- 
apy in dermatology will be considered. 


Probably the most widely described and commonly 
used recent innovations in therapy are the various 
antibiotic substances. Penicillin, in common with sul- 
fonamide drugs, has been elevated to frequent use in 
certain dermatoses, but these two agents possess the 
unfortunate potentiality of producing cutaneous sen- 
sitization, both epidermal as well as dermal types. 
Therefore, either topical or injection administration 
of penicillin is apt to lead to a worse dermatologic 
condition than that for which the antibiotic was ad- 
ministered. Templeton and associates’ reported that 
individuals whose skins are in an unstable equilibrium 
because of some exudative dermatosis are poor risks 
for use of penicillin, and they warn against indiscrim- 
inate use of the drug. Goldman’* advised that topical 
penicillin therapy be limited to impetigo, superficial 
impetiginized dermatitis, pustular folliculitis and ob- 
vious secondarily infected wounds or burns. No value 
has been found in therapy utilizing penicillin in the 
management of inflammatory dermatoses involving 
tissues not accessible to topical application, i.e., con- 
ditions such as seborrheic dermatitis, psoriasis and 
similar disorders. 


Areas of skin which have been invaded by certain 
fungi are thereby rendered sensitive to application 
of penicillin or to its injection; Lewis,* along with 
others, has reported this occurrence as a common 
finding. Penicillin by injection is most helpful in 
furunculosis, superficial and deep pyodermas, car- 
buncles, cellulitis and impetigo. There is no need to 
discuss injectable preparations of penicillin, as they 
are widely known. Topical penicillin preparations 
should be freshly made and should contain 500-1000 
units of penicillin per gram of ointment or per cubic 
centimeter of solution. 


Tyrothricin is an adjunct to dermatologic therapy 
which holds some promise of greatness.‘ This sub- 
stance is the extract from a soil bacillus, Bacillus 
brevis, and combines two active agents: gramicidin, 
which is effective against gram-positive organisms, 
and tyrocidine, which is bactericidal for gram-nega- 
tive organisms. The chief disadvantage of this product 
lies in the fact that it must be confined to topical use 
solely, as it possesses strong toxic and hemolytic ef- 
fects when injected into tissues. In contrast to peni- 
cillin, this agent has a low sensitizing potential, and, 
when applied in the proper vehicle, serves as an ex- 
cellent modality for the treatment of superficial pyo- 
dermas, such as occur in ulcers. It is important to 
remember that a cream or ointment base for tyro- 
thricin inactivates the antibiotic agent, according to 
Sulzberger® and others who have studied this prob- 
lem. The preferable means of application is the utili- 


zation of intraderm tyrothricin,’ a special vehicle con- 
taining the antibiotic, which, when properly diluted, 
produces a mixture suitable for wet applications. 

Topical administration of streptomycin has not 
been fully investigated, but it has found a useful pur- 
pose in treatment of infections caused in part or in 
toto by bacillus pyocyaneous’; otitis externa is per- 
haps the best example of such an infection. A solu- 
tion containing 25-50 mg. per cubic centimeter may 
be used as a wet dressing or an irrigating solution, 
or an ointment may be employed containing the same 
concentration per gram of base. The principal indica- 
tion in dermatology for use of streptomycin by injec- 
tion is in treatment of granuloma inguinale*; rather 
spectacular results have been obtained by such ther- 
apy. The future role of streptomycin in the manage- 
ment of tuberculosis of the skin is not yet established, 
although O’Leary’ and others have manifested some 
optimism. Cutaneous eruptions from both contact 
with'’ and injection of'' streptomycin have been re- 
ported, and it can be assumed that as the drug finds 
more usage that the number of sensitivities will in- 
crease. 


Bacitracin, another antibiotic, which is produced by 
the gram-positive, sporulating bacillus of B. subtilis 
group, shows promise in the treatment of superficial 
pyogenic infections.’* The most suitable vehicle for 
its use is now being sought and it will assume its 
position in the future among the other antibiotics, 
many of which are under study presently. 


Physicians today are besieged by great masses of 
samples and literature on the antihistamine drugs. 
In this field of endeavor the pharmacologist’s goal is 
the perfection of a chemical compound which will 
successfully oppose the action of histamine liberated 
within the tissues, and at the same time not produce 
symptoms by its own action which wovld be dele- 
terious to the welfare or productive ability of the 
individual. This group of drugs has been prescribed 
in a “seatter-shot” fashion in all dermatoses in an 
attempt to relieve not only distressing pruritus but in- 
flammatory lesions. It is now evident that the employ- 
ment of these compounds in dermatology is indicated 
only in the urticarial dermatoses, from whatever 
cause, and in some cases of atopic dermatitis.'* Since 
in inflammatory dermatoses, such as psoriasis and 
lichen planus, pruritus is due to a cellular infiltrate 
in the cutis surrounding the nerve terminals and not 
to liberation of histamine, as in urticarial cases, there 
is no reason to employ antihistamine compounds. 


Many comparisons of therapeutic effectiveness ver- 
sus side-effects of these drugs have been reported"'.'® 
In most reports pyribenzamine rates as the drug of 
choice, being closely followed by benadryl and neo- 
antergan. Topical application of antihistamine com- 
pounds in ointment bases has been generally discour- 
aging as a means of relief of pruritus; however, the- 
phorin ointment, not yet released for general use, 
appears to have rather marked effectiveness in certain 
cases. 

A third addition to the armamentarium of physi- 
cians treating diseases of the skin is that of vitamin 
D2 and its related compounds. In those portions of 
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GEO. W. BUSH, Mer. 
Free Delivery 
Phone 2-2582 


2005 Grant Avenue 
El Paso, Texas 


presents 


tified 


NOT A NEW PRODUCT by any means, 


but one whose extra standards of 
quality are always gratifying. Certi- 
fied milk helps build health, you 
see. Its production is supervised by 
a committee of El Paso doctors. 
They know it is as pure and fine a 
milk as money can buy for infants. 


Recommend This Finest 
Milk With Confidence 
for 


“IF IT’S 
IT’S PURE” 


the world where tuberculosis of the skin is prevalent, 
this form of therapy is hailed as the greatest advance 
in the past thirty years. Although this particular 
group of dermatoses is relatively rare in our section 
of the country, consideration should be given in view 
of the relief obtained in a group of dermatoses previ- 
ously resistant to treatment. 

Irradiation of ergosterol results in the formation 
of a series of pharmacologic compounds of different 
properties. Of the series calciferol (vitamin D2) is 
the only member which is antirachitic, the other com- 
pounds having actions like the parathyroid hormone; 
chief among these latter compounds is dihydro- 
tachysterol (AT-10), a reduction product of tachy- 
sterol. Both calciferol and AT-10 profoundly influence 
calcium and phosphorus metabolism. Parathyroid- 
like hormones do not effect absorption of phosphorus 
and calcium from the intestinal tract but rather pro- 
mote the excretion of phosphorus in the urine; this 
in turn lowers the phospate content of the blood and 
calcium is mobilized frem the bones to raise the 
serum calcium level. In contrast, calciferol enhances 
the intestinal absorption of calcium and phosphorus 
and the serum calcium level is thereby elevated; the 
vitamin, to a minor extent, increases phosphorus 
excretion in the urine, in a manner similar to AT-10. 


The exact mechanism by which this increase in 
serum calcium effects its dramatic results is not 
known. Charpy’® believes that an increase in phos- 
phatase in the tissues causes a lysis of the tubercle 
bacilli, the vitamin D2 being responsible for the in- 
crease of phosphate ions in the tissues. Dowling"’ 
postulates that the reticular tissue or hemapoetic 


’ tissue is stimulated in such a manner as to cause reso- 


lution of the tuberculosis process; he feels that calci- 
ferol is not so much a chemotherapeutic agent as it is 
a catalyst for a normal healing process. 

Lupus vulgaris, a nemesis in dermatology, re- 
sponds in most cases very favorably to calciferol 
therapy'*; the prognosis of the disease has been 
greatly improved, indeed. Erythema induratum, tu- 
berculosis colliquativa (scrofuloderma) and tubercu- 
losis verrucosa cutis have shown favorable response 
not quite so marked as in lupus vulgaris. Sarcoidosis, 
whose tuberculous etiology is not definitely estab- 
lished, has in some instances improved rapidly. In 
general, those dermatoses in which tubercle bacilli 
are found in the tissues improve most under this 
therapeutic regime; less notable effect is had in those 
conditions due to the hematogenous dissemination of 
tubercle bacilli or their products. 

The dosage of calciferol usually employed is 150,000 
to 300,000 units daily by mouth; this amount must be 
given for several months in some cases for the de- 
sired result to be obtained. Some dermatologists have 
utilized the intramuscular route of injection, but the 
oral mode of therapy is equally effective and more 
easily maintained. These compounds are potentially 
toxic and the administration must be coupled with 
frequent observation of the patient as well as per- 
formance of serum calcium level determinations at 
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intervals during protracted courses of therapy. The 
chance of kidney complications, such as acute nephri- 
tis, is ever present; fortunately, the patient usually 
develops symptoms which indicate cessation of the 
drug before any severe damage is done to the kidney. 

Among other advances in dermatologic therapy, 
which cannot be discussed in the present brief paper, 
are biochemical studies of the common fungi affect- 
ing human skin and means of eradication, value of 
para-aminobenzoic acid in certain dermatoses, the 
functions of podophyllin applied externally and the 
uses of vitamins A and E in skin disorders. Investiga- 
tive procedures on a large scale are now in progress 
on these and many other problems related to derma- 
tology, and the future will find the dermatologist 
accomplishing much more than applying an ointment 
to the patient’s skin. Moreover, despite the ancient 
and trite adage to the contrary, the dermatologist 
will undoubtedly enable many patients to recover 
from their dermatoses in a relatively brief period at 
a reduced financial burden. 


931 First National Bank Bide. 
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TRASENTINE-PHENOBARBITAL 


RELAXES 


SPASM of SMOOTH MUSCLE 


Trasentine acts selectively on the smooth muscle “receptive 
substance” associated with parasympathetic nerve endings in the 
abdominal viscera—a fact that explains the relative 

absence of those side effects so often produced by atropine or 
belladonna. The neuro-musculotropic action of 

Trasentine is enhanced by the mild sedative effect of 
phenobarbital. 


Trasentine-Phenobarbital tablets contain Trasentine 50 mg. 
with phenobarbital 20 mg. 

@ Trasentine is also available without phenobarbital in tablets of 75 mg. 
suppositories of 100 mg., and ampuls of 50 mg. 
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TREATMENT OF RESIDUAL POLIOMYELITIS 


Davin M. CAMERON, M. D., F.A.C.S. 


EL PASO, TEXAS 


Treatment of residual poliomyelitis begins at the 
time of diagnosis. Accepted methods of early treat- 
ment should be carried out; consisting of rest, seda- 
tion, hot packs, and splinting for prevention of de- 
formities. After the acute stage is past the patient 
falls into the convalescent period; this period lasts 
about two years. During this time, the physician’s 
and physiotherapist’s main attention is directed to- 
wards prevention of deformities and restoring of 
muscle power as is best possible. 


Prevention of deformities consists of adequate 
bracing so that the weak muscles are not stretched; 
what: is usually referred to as the normal position of 
the extremity or back is maintained. This is the phy- 
sician’s and bracemaker’s responsibility; the phy- 
sician determines which muscles require splinting 
and rest, and the bracemaker fills the required pre- 
scription. After the brace is applied, it requires con- 
tinual attention, not only by the physician but by the 
parents and bracemaker, as changes are made as 
muscles improve or become weaker. 

Most important part of the convalescent’s care is 
recovery and training of muscles. This must be done 
by the physiotherapist and physician. However, the 
large responsibility rests upon the parents of the dis- 
abled child. Some patients require long periods of 
hospit ilization because of their disability, while others 
may be returned home very promptly. During their 
hospitalization, one or both parents must follow the 
physiotherapist in her method of stretching strong 
muscles, relaxing weak muscles and coaxing weak 
muscles into contracting. The physician’s and physio- 
therapist’s work is of no avail unless the work is car- 
ried on persistently at home under the guidance and 
direction of the parent. 

After the child is discharged from the hospital to 
the care of the parents, there should be periodic 
check-ups; not for actual therapeutic purposes, but, 
for the purpose of checking upon the activities of the 
parent and child. New exercises and activities can be 
added and ununecessary activities dropped. During 
the first month or so after the child has been released 
from the hospital, this should be done weekly; how- 
ever, after the child and parents have learned to co- 
operate, this is not required more often than every 
month or so. During the convalescent stage, it is felt 
that no compensatory activity should be carried out 
whatsoever. The child has every right to expect to be 
a human being. By this I mean that he has the God- 
given right of standing on two feet. He should not, 
during this stage or any other stage, be allowed to 
slither around on the ground like a snake or reptile; 
if he cannot walk, he should be made to sit on a 
chair; if he cannot sit on a chair, he should be made 
to lie in bed. Every method should be employed to 
get the child, or patient, into the upright, standing 
position. After two years it is ordinarily believed 
that muscles that are going to return, have returned, 
that very minimal muscle return can be expected 
after this time. 

This writer does not intend to go into the various 
techniques of bony operations, and muscle trans- 
planting that have been devised. He merely wishes 


to state that he does not believe surgery should be 
carried out on patients until they reach approximately 
the age of eight. The reason for this is that, prior to 
this time, most of the bones of the extremities are 
more cartilaginous than oseous. If adequate surgery 
is done so that bony fusions, etc., are accomplished, 
a great deal of cartilage is removed, leaving a small 
short and inferior extremity. A child who has been 
splinted early in the course of his convalescent care 
of poliomyelitis has become used to his brace, and to 
his way of thinking, this is a normal situation for 
him. It is not a great handicap for a patient to wear 
a brace for a few more years until such time that 
surgical intervention can give him adequate relief. 
It has been stated that the only advances made in 

the treatment of acute poliomyelitis during the last 
fifty years has been during the convalescent and resi- 
dual stages of the disease. Surgical techniques have 
been developed to a very high degree and marked 
improvements of residual disabilities have been ac- 
complished. When we have found the method of 
curing infantile paralysis, the care of residual polio- 
myelitis will be of very little concern. 

_ The treatment of residual infantile paralysis con- 
sists in determination, persistency, diligence, and, 
above all, good humor. 
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Ninth Speaker for Program 


Originally not on the program Dr. Hugh Hare, 
radiologist of the Lahey Clinic, Boston, will address 
the meeting of the Southwestern Medical Association, 
El Paso, October 28-30, on the following subjects: 
Lymphomas or Lymphoid Tumors, and also Thyroid 
Tumors. 

Dr. Hare is visiting in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and 
+ mya consented to prepare papers for this meeting. 

e is a widely known radiologist. 


Cocktail Party To Precede Banquet 


The cocktail party which precedes the annual ban- 
quet Friday evening, October 29, will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on the mezzanine floor of Hotel Cortez and will 
be given by the El Paso County Medical Society, Dr. 
W. R. Curtis, president of the group, has announced. 

Traditionally a part of Southwestern Medical Asso- 
ciation programs, the affair will be attended by both 
visiting physicians and their ladies. 


Convention To Conclude 
With Football Game 


Scheduled as the last item on the three-day South- 
western Medical Association program, the Hardin- 
Simmons — Texas College of Mines football game 
promises to be one of the most exciting Border Con- 
ference games of the season. The game will be played 
at 8:00 p.m. Saturday, October 30, at Kidd Field. 

Hardin-Simmons has the edge in games won in 
previous meetings between the two teams. However, 
boasting the best team in its history, Mines has gone 
undefeated so far this year and will enter the field 
the favorite. 

Hardin-Simmons lost to Arizona in Tucson and de- 

feated New Mexico in Albuquerque in two very hard 
played games. Mines has successively defeated Mc- 
Murry, Houston, West Texas and Brigham Young. 
. A block of seats has been reserved for physicians 
attending the association meeting. Reservations can 
be made on program invitations previously mailed to 
Southwest physicians. Tickets so reserved will bear 
the name of the individual and are being held in the 
lobby of the Hilton Hotel. They may be obtained any 
time prior to the game. 
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Golf Tournament Scheduled 
For Last Day of Meeting 


Details of the Golf Tournament scheduled for Sat- 
urday, October 30, the last day of the Southwestern 
Medical Association meeting, have been released by 
Dr. Ralph Homan, head of the tournament committee. 

Matches may be played at the El Paso Country Club 
throughout Saturday with the exception of hours be- 
tween 12:00 noon and 2:00 p.m. 

If playing with a Country Club member, partici- 
pants will be informed of details by the member. 
However, participants may play in foursomes of their 
own, without club members, Dr. Homan said. In this 
event players should first report to Jack Hardin, club 
professional, for instruction and details. 

Top two prizes for tournament winners will be a 
set of woods. Other appropriate prizes will be pre- 
sented to winners in other categories, Dr. Homan 
said. 


Speakers To Receive Gifts 


Each of the nine guest speakers who will appear 
during the three-day Southwestern Medical Associa- 
tion program will receive a belt and silver buckle, Dr. 
Leslie M. Smith, association president, has announced. 

Presentation of the gifts will be made Friday eve- 
ning, October 29, at the annual banquet, scheduled 
for 8:00 p.m. in the Crystal Ballroom of Hotel Cortez. 

As a souvenir of typical southwestern hand crafts- 
manship, the belts and buckles will be presented by 
the Southwestern Medical Association. 


Book Review 


MICROBIOLOGY and PATHOLOGY, Charles F. 
Carter, B.S., M.D., Dallas ,Texas. C. V. Mosby Com- 
pany, St. Louis, 1948, $5.00. 


This is a revised edition of a work in print since 
1936. It is primarily for nurses and offers a rather 
extensive explanation of its subject in a form easily 
understood by those without formal medical training. 


A section of laboratory exercises and a glossary 
are very good. Suggestions for a course in the sub- 
ject and methods and demonstrations for carrying it 
out are included and are a valuable rortion of the 
book. 
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